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We had a total of 63 people from 6 clubs attend the trip to Madesimo, with 8 being from Austin. 
Everyone from Austin skied at least a day. From what I heard the skiing was fabulous except for the 
wind a couple of days. At Christmas the resort was pretty empty as there was very little snow. By the 
time the TSC arrived they had gotten 12 feet of snow. Yes that is feet! Snow was everywhere making it 
great for the skiers. 
 
Our hotel was charming with typical European touches. The staff was pleasant and attentive to our 
needs. And in typical Italian style, the food was wonderful and way too plentiful. By the 3rd night we 
adjusted our ordering style and choose two of the first course instead of the heavy second course. Wine 
at the hotel was very reasonably priced so most evenings, our group had 3 or 4 bottles of wine with 
dinner and maybe even an after-dinner drink of Grappa. Even though we were the first to sit for dinner, 
we usually were the last to leave the table, having too much fun talking about our daily events or 
planning the next day adventure.  I really think the staff missed having the wine drinking Americans 
when we left. 

We did have several day excursions during our week long trip. We had two different days of Italian 
cooking classes by 2 chefs. We also had a day trip in the Lake Como area and an excursion to Milan to 
shop and explore the sites. In addition, we had two other well attended trips to Chiavenna and St 
Moritz. I must say the best day excursion was our trip to St Moritz by way of UNESCO World Heritage
Bernina train. This panoramic train is characterized by a series of breathtaking landscapes, through 
numerous tunnels, over more than 60 bridges and viaducts, including the famous Circular Viaduct of 
Brusio. This train route is a masterpiece of civil engineering and one not to be missed.
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